PEASANTS’ TALK 



Argentine Guerrillas Are 


Quickly Nabbed 


» By PENNY LERNOUX 

(Copiey News Service) , 

BUENOS AIRES — Recent dis- 
- co very of a guerrilla organiz- 
■ ation in Argentina demonstrates 
that many variations are pos- 
sible within the revolutionary 
spectrum. 

The Argentine would-be re- 
volutionaries were caught be- 
fore they had a chance to ge- 
gin operations. 

Local peasants become sus- 
picious of a group of 13 men 
and one woman who appeared 
in northwestern Argentina 80 
miles southeast of the nation’s 
sugar capital, Tucuman, to farm 
a ranch in Taco Ralo. 

The newcomers— ranging in 
age from 24 to 42 — did not match 
most people’s idea of a Latin 
American peasant. None seem- 
ed to know anything about 
farming. Further, peasants do 
not wear gold watches. 

None of the group was a pea- 
sant and only two could be clas- 
sified as workers, hardly a 
strong base for the revolution 
of peasants and workers. 

POLICE ALERTED 

Peasant gossip soon reached 
the police. 


The Taco Ralo ranch was sur- 
rounded one morning. After 20 
minutes of shooting in which no 
one was injured— some doubt 
there was any shooting— the 
guerrillas surrendered. 

The ranch was stocked with 
large quantities of foodstuff and 
arms. The woman, 28-year-old 
Amanda Beatriz de Dieguez, 
carried $171 in cash. Writings 
,of the late Argentine guerrilla 
lleader Ernesto “Che” Guevara 
and French Marxist Regis Deb- 
ray were found. 

Documents and information 
provided by the prisoners led 
to discovery of two other inci- 
pient guerrilla rings, based in 
southern Rio Gallegos and the 
central industrial city of Cor- 
doba. 

All those arrested were identi- 
fied as followers of former dic- 
tator Juan Domingo Peron (19- 
46-55) an admirer of facism, 
not communism. 

Communist-oriented Peronist 
guerrillas are no novelty in Ar- 
gentina. Nine years ago, another 
such group actually started a 
short-lived war in the uneasy 
Tucuman sugar-growing area. 

The leader of the Taco Ralo 
group was a former aide to the 
commander of the Tucuman gu- 
errilla movement. 

The military regime which has 
governed Argentina since mid- 
1966 does not consider the guer- 
rillas a serious threat. 



